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From:

Stephen Morris, Vice Principal

Date:

April 2011



CONGRATULATIONS!  Our records show that graduation is within your reach at the end of this semester.  While you may have graduated early in February, we’d like to inform you of the following information about the 2011 Commencement ceremony:

Where:
Centennial Ballroom, On the Park Events and Catering (formerly Inn on the Park)


1095 Leslie Street,


Toronto, Ontario M3C 2J7
When:

Tuesday, June 28, 2011


At 12:30 p.m. (Grads must be there by 11:30 p.m.)
“Grad Packs” will be sold beginning May 16th for $40 in the Main Office.   Cheques may be made payable to York Mills C.I.  Each Grad Pack contains 1 grad ticket and two guest tickets.  If numbers permit, additional guest tickets will be available in the Main Office at $20 each beginning on June 20th.    
Exciting plans are under way to make this a wonderful and meaningful experience for you, your family, and your friends.  We hope you will be able to join us.

INFORMATION MEETING:  We will be holding a brief information meeting about Commencement in the Cafeteria on May 10th. Please show this letter to your first period teacher to be excused at 9:40 so that you may attend this important meeting.   

VALEDICTORIAN:  As a member of the graduating class you have the privilege of selecting your class valedictorian.  The person selected will represent you and speak on your behalf at the graduation ceremony.  Nomination forms will be distributed in homeform in early May, with voting taking place in homeform on May 9th. 
IMPORTANT REQUIREMENTS:  In order to graduate in Ontario you must have successfully completed the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course and you must have completed a minimum of 40 hours of Community Service.  It is your responsibility to ensure that these requirements have been met and that they are appropriately recorded in your OSR.  If you have any doubts about your eligibility for graduation, please see Ms. Blond or another member of the Guidance staff so that all obstacles to graduation are cleared well in advance of the actual ceremony.   

2011 Commencement Information for Grade 12 Students

When do I graduate?

You graduate the year you earn your 30th required credit and you have been successful in the OSSLT or OSSLC. (EQAO literacy test or course).

Can I delay my graduation by not completing my community service hours?

No. You complete your 40 Community Service Hours in the community, not at York Mills. If your hours are not completed by the end of June, you must complete the hours to receive your diploma.  You will not walk across the stage at Commencement, but will receive a diploma later, once your hours have been entered by the Guidance department.

Applying for Awards

The Guidance Department can be very helpful when it comes time to apply for awards and scholarships. There are some self-nominating awards as well. Pay attention to announcements during April about these awards.

Valedictorian

You may nominate a graduating member of your class to represent you as a Valedictorian. Nomination forms will be available in early May. Nominations are due on May 6, 2011. Voting will take place in homeform on May 9th (Ghost students should vote in the Guidance Office on this date).

When is Commencement?

This year’s commencement will be held on June 28, 2011 at 12:30 p.m. Graduates must be there by 11:30 a.m. in order to be marshaled for the event.

Where do I go?

Commencement is held at “On the Park” at 1095 Leslie Street (formally Inn on the Park). You will go to the west entrance (the first one that you will see past the condominiums) of the building to be marshaled with your classmates before the ceremony. It is recommended that a group of graduates carpool to the site.

Where should my parents go?

Your parents will go out to the east entrance (the Centennial Ballroom) where the doors will open at 12:00 noon. White Guest Tickets will be the only entrance into the Commencement Hall. There is a large parking garage on the way to the east entrance.

The map below is not to scale.

How do I buy tickets and how many can I have?
Tickets will go on sale on May 16, 2011.

You must come to the Main Office to purchase your tickets.

At first, you will be given one (1 free-of-charge) RED ticket for yourself and you may purchase up to two (2) WHITE tickets for guests at $20.00 each. No additional tickets will be available at this time. Extra tickets, if available, will go on sale ($20.00 each) beginning on June 20th from the Main Office.

On June 6, you will no longer be guaranteed a Graduate or Guest ticket.

When all seats are filled, no more tickets for graduates or for guests can be issued due to fire regulations.

How many tickets are there?

There are a maximum of 1000 tickets available for graduates and guests in total. Once these tickets are gone, no additional tickets can be issued.

How should I dress?

Most students dress in a business-like fashion.

Are there deadlines?

Yes, there are:
May 6   
 
Nominations for Valedictorian are due in the Main Office

May 9            
Voting for Valedictorian takes place in home forms (or in the Guidance Office 

May 16              
Tickets for Commencement go on sale in the Main Office

May 20         
 Applications for self-nominating awards are due in the Guidance office

May 27      
All Community Service Hours must be submitted to Guidance

June 6               
Tickets for a Graduate and Guests are no longer guaranteed
Early June       
Students wishing to complete their diploma by taking a final summer school credit must 



be enrolled by the deadline which will be announced by the Guidance Department

June 20            
Extra Guest tickets, if available, will go on sale in the Main Office ($20.00 each)

June 24       
All students who are completing their graduation through the use of private school 



credits, must have their final marks on a official document from their private school 



submitted to Ms. Waterston in the Guidance Office by 12:00 noon

YORK MILLS COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE


Commencement 2011








1
( Page 2

